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:Needs
This site should provide visitors with information
on the life and work of Gregor Mendel.
Brno, the city in today’s Czech Republic where he
spent most of his professional life, is featured as
an interesting place to visit.
The content needed to be prepared for a broad
audience, speaking English, German, and Czech.

: Concept
The concept of the web site closely matches the
purpose of the exhibition:

-To complement the opening of the new Mende/
Museum of Genetics at the Abbey of St. Thomas
in Brno where Mendel lived

-To make Mendel's life and work understandable
on its own terms

-To show the importance his work has for contem-
porary genetics

-To illustrate the impact his findings have on con-
temporary art.

Although the subject of the presentation is his-
torical, relating 19th century research to today's
advances in sciences has been a core ambition.
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Mendel Museum of Genetics:
Designing a Web Extension
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: Conditions
Photographs of the space or exhibits were not
available as this site was developed before the
physical exhibition was installed.

: Comment
This work was carried out as a joint project with
Attoma and should be attributed to both compa-
nies. Kahn+Associates was responsible for the
information architecture and project management.
Attoma was responsible for all visual design, in-
teraction design, and programming.
The exhibition was curated and content provided
by Wallace Kemp Artakt.
In addition to the finished website, architectural
diagrams and animation storyboards are available
for publication.

- Information
The site's information structure mirrors the physi-
cal exhibition space. Additionally, guidance for
visiting the museum is provided.
The designers faced the challenge to find comen-
surate visualizations for the presentation of con-
temporary art within the historical context of the
exhibits.
Explaining Mendel’s experiments today without
using the expert vocabulary of modern science
was another difficulty that had to be tackled.

- Interface
Responding to the requirement for three languages,
we planned for three parallel presentations linked
from the home page.
Narrative text and visual materials such as anima-
ted explanations of Mendel’s experiments, are
shown in separate pop-up windows to accommo-

date the specific demands of each type of content.

- Interaction
Key-visuals alongside the main text stream are
entry points for thematically grouped annotated
image galleries, encouraging visitors to explore
the materials at their own pace.
The works of contemporary artists inspired by
Mendel are introduced within the context of the
leading narrative and in Gallery of Contemporary
Art.
Navigation had to be designed for touch-screen
use at the exhibition site as well as for mouse —
and keyboard based access from standard
browsers.
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